Welcome to the

Sky Tower
Important information you need to know...

BOOKING
To arrange a school visit, please fill in the form at:
www.skycityauckland.co.nz/sky-tower/education
Or contact us on:
09 363 7095
schools@skycity.co.nz
A digital copy of the Student’s Workbook will be sent directly to teachers
for distribution.

COSTS
The educational programme at the Sky Tower has been highly subsidised and covers entrance as well as:
• The Student’s Workbook for each child to use at the Sky Tower and back at school
• Name badge stickers
• A completion certificate for each student including a free return child admission pass
• Three Scotty Sky Tower prizes to give away at school
• Educator’s Guidebook and lesson plan
Cost per child and Free Teacher Admission are based on groups of 15 children (6–14 years) or more.
• $8 - includes admission only to the Sky Tower
• $12 - includes admission to the Sky Tower, education programme and guided tour (Years 4–6)
•

One free teacher or parent admission to the Sky Tower for every 15 paid students.
The cost for additional teachers or parents is $12.50 each.

DURATION
The visit will take around 1.5 hours, this includes a 15 minute introduction then riding up the Sky Tower.
It will then take approximately 20 minutes to get back down to the bus stop.
The rest of the of the time will be spent up the Sky Tower working through the Student’s Workbook.
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GETTING THERE
When you arrive, please follow
the signs to the Sky Tower
ticketing desk to check in.
Here you will be greeted by
a member of our team who
will sign in your class.

The easiest way to visit the Sky Tower with your
class is to book a bus and get dropped off on the
Victoria Street West forecourt.

Notes to Teachers
OVERVIEW
Year 4+ adaptable up to and including Year 6
Possible Curriculum Areas:
Social Studies, Science, Drama, English

IMPLEMENTATION/DELIVERY
This unit is a series of five activities that can be adapted and scaffolded to meet the needs of children
from Year 4.
The activities use cooperative learning strategies to engage and teach students. These activities call on:
whole class model; small group; and combining the whole class.
These plans can be used as an introduction to a unit, as a visit to continue interest part way through a
unit or to round a unit off.
This unit is designed to be delivered with the Student’s Workbook to enhance the Sky Tower experience.
The lessons are set out so that each warm up activity leads into the main activity in a fun and inclusive
way.
The Educator’s Guidebook has lesson plans that you can follow or use to supplement the unit you have.
There is a formative and summative assessment to gauge student progress.
At the end of your visit every student should feel a sense of achievement and reward, being empowered
with the knowledge they have gained from the activities and experiences of your visit to Sky Tower.

Assessments
To help assess the educational value of your Sky Tower experience, we’ve provided you with a very simple
formative and summative test assessment. While this is by no means a comprehensive evaluation of the
programme, it can be a helpful indicator of the learning that has taken place.
We would suggest you complete the formative assessment with your class prior to your visit and the
summative assessment either before leaving Sky Tower or back in your classroom. Sky Tower has given
prizes for those children who actively engaged in the Sky Tower education experience.
We’d love you to share your results with us. Please email us at: schools@skycity.co.nz
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Session 1. Sky Tower - True or False?
Activity Objectives
• Students will familiarise themselves with the platform and set housekeeping rules.
• Students will be exposed to new facts about the Sky Tower by watching a short
video and learning via an engaging presentation by our guides, before going up
the Sky Tower.

Key concepts
• Team work/collaboration
• Sky Tower orientation
• Engagement through discussion

Materials
• Video and presentation provided
by the Sky Tower
• Student’s Workbook
• Pens

True or False Answers:
All statements are true apart from
the following:
•
•
•
•

Shhhh!
Blast Off!
Wellington
If I fell over...

Running the session
Warmup
Students sit in a circle and starting with the teacher, the students can name one thing that they can see
from the Sky Tower. Accept most reasonable answers.

Activity
• Divide class into groups of about four.
• Have the group nominate a leader, scribe, timekeeper and reporter.
Explain that they (leader) must read through the statements and as a team decide whether the
statement is true or false. The scribe will then only tick the statements which their team agree to be true.
• Let the students (timekeepers) know that they will have five minutes.
• After five minutes bring the students back as a group.
• Read through each statement and go around each group and ask the reporters to share their answer
for the statement and why their group decided on their answer.

Challenge
• How many facts do you think you will be able to remember at the end of the day?

Facilitators Notes
• At the end of the day read out statements.
• As a large group have them call out true or false after each statement.
• Ask the students to raise their hands if they remember more than half of the answers? And then all of
the answers?
• For younger students you may want to assign a reader with each group (this may be a parent helper)
to read the statements to the group.

Session 2. Where is North?
Activity Objectives
• Students are able to view, locate and name some key Auckland volcanoes.
• Students will be able to indicate North, South, East and West on the map in their workbooks.

Key concepts
• Map reading
• Compass points
• Volcanic landmarks

Materials
• Student’s Workbook
• Pens

Running the session

Rangitoto

Volcano Names
Rangitoto (NE)
Mt Wellington (SE)

Onepoto

You are here
Sky Tower, Auckland

Mt Albert (SW)
Mt Eden (S)
Onepoto (NW)
Now that we know each other a little better, let’s get started!
Did you know that Auckland has many volcanoes! Wow!
Let’s discover some of them together.
• Find North and use the compass above to line up your map.
• Compare your map with what you can see from the Main Observation deck.
• Can you spot the volcanoes?
Above there’s a list of five volcano names and directions.
Using your compass, see if you can correctly
match up the names with their volcanoes.

Mt Albert

Mt Eden
Mt Wellington

Warmup
• Students move over to the Main Observation Deck.
• Students are asked to stand and face in the direction that they think is North, East, South and
finally West.
• Discuss ways to remember the compass points e.g. Never, Eat, Soggy, Weet-Bix™.
• Introduce compass points NE (northeast) and have students turn to face this direction.
• Discuss and explain what the points are between. (Did you know that there are actually 32 cardinal
points on a compass?)

Activity
•
•
•
•
•

Set up groups of about four.
Work with your parent helper and as a team.
With their parent helper they can work their way through the activity finding the five volcanoes.
After 10 minutes bring the students back as a group.
Go around the groups to see if they can name the volcano and if they have located the volcano from
the Main Observation Deck.

Challenge
• Were you able to locate any other volcanoes in Auckland and what direction were they in?
• Were you able to name the volcanoes?

Facilitators Notes
It is a good idea that you teach the points of a compass prior to coming on your Sky Tower journey,
however, so long as the parent helpers are prepared this should run smoothly.
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Session 3. Volcanic Auckland
Activity Objectives
• Explain that Auckland’s volcanoes are part of the Auckland Volcanic Field and its 53 Volcanoes.
• Sight volcanoes and consider how past eruptions have shaped Auckland.
• Explain in a reassuring manner that Auckland’s existing volcanoes are unlikely to become active again,
but the Auckland Volcanic Field itself is young and still active.

Key concepts
• Auckland is part of a Volcanic Field
• A family safety plan is important for coping in a natural disaster

Materials
• Student’s Workbook
• Pens

Running the session
Warmup
• Have students prepare a movement/pose for the word rumble eg shimmy.
• Find another movement for the following words:

Dormant, active, extinct, new growth, Rangitoto, erupt

Activity
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Divide class into groups of about 4–6.
Have the group nominate a narrator (this may change throughout the activity).
Explain that they (narrator) must read the script from the comic strip.
Tell the students that this is an activity where they are not allowed to talk too much.
The students must tell the story in mime/charades or as an emphasis on the story that is being read by
the Narrator.
Tell the students they will have 10 minutes to work out a way to perform the story.
After 10 minutes bring the students back as a group.
Have the groups perform their piece for the larger group. If you are running out of time, partner the
groups up and have each group perform it to another group.
Bring the group back together. Divide the class in two. Name them Group A and B.
Group A forms the inner circle and Group B forms the outer circle.
Have the students face each other so student A is looking at student B and vice versa.
Tell student A that they have one minute to tell student B what they would do in the event of an
eruption.
After one minute, stop them and tell student A to stay still while student B moves one place to the left.
Tell student B that they have one minute to tell student A what they would do in an earthquake.
After one minute stop them and move student B once more to the left.
Tell student A that they have one minute to state what they would do in the case of a fire.
Rotate for a last time and this time student A must state in one minute what they would do in the case
of a flood.

Session 3. Volcanic Auckland continued...
Challenge
• When the students are back at school they can colour in their comic strip and write an outline of a
plan for the safety of their family.

Facilitators Notes
For younger students, assign an adult to assist with suggestions for poses and movement.
Let the adults know that it is a good idea to suggest and keep the students moving rather than
getting stuck on one scene.
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Session 4. Tectonic Plates
Activity Objectives
• To demonstrate the nature and mechanics of Tectonic Plates.
• To discuss the relationship between Tectonic Plates and Volcanoes.

Key concepts
• Tectonic Plates move

1. Spreading Centre

Materials
• Student’s Workbook
• Pens

Running the session

2. Zone of Convergence

3. Subduction Zone

Warmup
Go around the class and see how many New Zealand Volcanoes they can name.

Activity
• Invite students to read one sentence each, explaining what Tectonic Plates are.
• Tell the students that we will try to replicate the various movements of the Tectonic Plates.
• Discuss the type of movements that Tectonic Plates create, try and name the type of movement that
the students are recreating.
• Have the students turn their hands with the palms face down, then bump their two thumbs together.
(SPREADING CENTRE)
• Now have the students rub their palms together, get them to notice the heat that they are creating
from their hands and explain that this is energy looking for release (ZONE OF CONVERGENCE).
• Ask the students to see if they can name this movement:
• Have the students speed their movements and slow the movements (SUBDUCTION ZONE).
• Lead the discussion to come up with the idea that the faster the movement the more friction is created.

Challenge
• Can you remember the names of the three different movements made by the Tectonic Plates?

Facilitators Notes
If the students are struggling to name the movement, guide them to the workbook and to look
for clues from the Tectonic Plate page.

Session 5. Ring of Fire
Activity Objectives
• Highlight the Ring of Fire and New Zealand’s position in the Ring of Fire.

Key concepts
• New Zealand is placed on the Ring of Fire

Answers:

Materials

Countries in The Pacific Ring of Fire include:

• Student’s Workbook
• Pens

• New Zealand
• Chile
• Mexico
• United States
• Antarctica

Running the session

• Russia
• Japan
• Philippines
• Papua New Guinea
• Indonesia

• Canada
• Peru
• Taiwan
• Guatemala

Warmup
Go around the class and see how many countries they can name. Try to name more than 10 countries.

Activity
• Ask the students if they can locate New Zealand on the map in their books.
• Have the students trace the horse shoe shape Ring of Fire and notice which countries are near or part of
the Ring of Fire.
• With a partner tell one another the countries that you have noticed on the Ring of Fire.

Challenge
• How many countries are on the Ring of Fire?

Facilitators Notes
You could choose to build on this lesson later and look at volcanoes in other countries.
This could also lead into the difference between a City and a Country ie USA and Washington.
Auckland is a city within the country of New Zealand.
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Are you a Sky Tower Expert Guide?
We hope you and your class had a fantastic
educational experience here at Sky Tower!
Please remember to hand out the certificates and badge to your
class to acknowledge their great work.
Encouraging your students to value the Expert Guide badge is a great way
to help cement their learning and share it with others.
It will give them great pride to wear it while at the Sky Tower.
We hope to see you back with us again soon!
Thanks for visiting!

8724

